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GROWING 
CITIZEN WATERSHED GROUPS 

 
2002 was the year of the Occoquan. The County 
and many organizations celebrated the down-zoning 
of a portion of the Occoquan Basin in Fairfax 
County. The healthiest streams can be found in this 
region, along the western edge of Fairfax County. 
The Basin includes four counties and several cities, 
with widely different management policies. 

 
 
Interest in watershed protection is steadily growing. 
A variety of watershed groups, driven primarily by 
the interests and passions of citizens, continue 
making their mark on local watersheds. Below is a 
thumbnail sketch of several of the groups. For more 
information about any of them, to join or to begin 
your own, or if you are aware of other groups that 
should be include, please contact Joanna at 
jarcis@fairfaxcounty.gov.  
 

Federation of Lorton Communities 
 
The Federation of Lorton Communities (FOLC) 
plays a key role in organizing, motivating, and 
involving citizens in watershed stewardship 
projects. Joe Chudzik leads the team in planting 
trees, cleaning up streams, monitoring, reporting 
sewage leaks, and educating the community. The 
focus is on the Williamsburg Square Community, 
with 185 town homes, located alongside Pohick 

Creek in Lorton. The residents enjoy the strip of 
wooded area alongside the stream, but some 
residents have long expressed concerns about the 
environmental health of the stream valley and the 
water of Pohick Creek.  
 
With the help of local activists and the support of 
community volunteers, a stream cleanup was 
conducted on February 23, 2002. Over thirty bags 
of trash and thirty-five scrap tires were collected 
and removed from a half-mile section of Pohick 
Creek. 
 

After years of relentless effort on the part of Joe 
Chudzik and Mickie Sullivan, FOLC adopted this 
section of Pohick Creek in March 2002 under the 
Virginia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation’s (DCR) Adopt-A-Stream Program. Mt. 
Vernon District Supervisor Gerry Hyland presented 
the Adopt-A-Stream signage to FOLC President 
John Fedorshik in a public ceremony held at Pohick 
Creek on November 19, 2002.  
 
Ten volunteers completed storm drain stenciling on 
June 22, 2002. All twenty-eight storm drains in 
Williamsburg Square were labeled, “Don’t Dump. 
Drains to Stream.” Andi Ceisler, Public Information 
Officer at the Northern Virginia Soil and Water 
Conservation District (NVSWCD), helped to 
initiate and supported this project. Additionally, 
members of the FOLC put together a storm drain 
map, locating all the storm drains in the watershed 
and to where they drain. It is encouraging to see 
how much progress has been made in just one year.     
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 which 70 tree seedlings 

 
 Stream monitoring was initiated 

in 2002. The monitoring site is 

 
A tree-planting project, in
were planted along the bank of 
Pohick Creek, was completed on 
November 9, 2002. The purpose 
of the tree planting was to 
stabilize the banks and help 
reduce soil erosion. The native 
species of hardwood tree seedlings and shrubs were 
purchased by FOLC from the NVSWCD. 
 
When offensive graffiti 
was discovered on the 
Highway Bridge at Pohick 

reek, community 

near the Richmond Highway 
Bridge. It has been monitored 
five times, once catching a large 
sewage leek and preventing a 
potential disaster. About 20 local 
residents have come out to assist 
and learn. 

C
volunteers worked with 
Fairfax County officials to 
have the graffiti 
obliterated. 
  
If you would like to get involved with protecting 
Pohick Creek or would like more information, 
contact Joe Chudzik at yuccaa@starpower.net. 
 

 
All FOLC photos taken by Joe Chudzik. 

Friends of Little Rocky Run 
 

The Friends of Little 
Rocky Run (FLRR) 
are leading clean-up, 
stream monitoring, 

 Rocky Run (LRR) from development and 
ther activities on the land. When appropriate, 

problems are reported to the proper authorities. 
Their incredible and informative website showcases 
their consistent commitment and highlights the grist 
of their work. There is a virtual tour that enables 
web-users to walk along the watershed. Each photo 
captures aspects of the preceding photo, resulting in 
a consistent tour and an excellent overview of this 
natural waterway habitat. The disrespect with which 
the stream has been treated in the past is hard to 
ignore and is illustrated with pictures of old rusty 
pipelines, discarded shopping carts and tires. Past 
and future events are listed and documented, along 

ive trash log can be 

education and 
exploration efforts in 
their watershed, in 
southwest Fairfax 

County. They keep an eye out for potential threats 
to Little
o

with many informational links. 
 
The FLRR are working 
hard to remove trash like 
shopping carts, tires, roof 
shingles, pipes, and other 
solid industrial waste from 
LRR and its tributaries. An 
impress
found at: 

http://www.friendsoflittlerockyrun.com/TrashLogPage1.html.    
 
The FLRR participate in Centreville Day. In 2002, 
they had a booth with watershed information, a 
watershed model, and live stream bugs which 
delighted children. Many children visited the booth 
numerous times. In 2003, they had a successful 
booth and walked proudly in the parade. The focus 
was on healthy and environmental lawn care, a 
topic dear to most homeowner’s hearts.   

 

mailto:jarcis@fairfaxcounty.gov
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The FLRR have been educating people on how to 
act responsibly by picking up trash and why it is 
important to clean up after dogs, even in the woods, 
so the pet waste does not end up in the stream.  
 
The FLRR plan on gathering native seeds and 
planting them along stream banks and around ponds 
to act as a buffer. To discourage people from 
dumping trash into storm drains, which eventually 
ends up in the stream, they painted “DO NOT 
DUMP” directly on the storm drains. If you would 
like to help The Friends of Rocky Run with any of 
their watershed projects you can contact Ned Foster 
at nfoster@ixnetcom.com or visit their website full 
of pictures, history of the area, and current land uses 
at www.friendsoflittlerockyrun.com/.     
 

The beauty of LRR watershed: 
 

 
 

Some harsh realities in LRR watershed: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All FLRR photos were taken by Ned Foster. 

Friends of the Occoquan 
 

The Friends of the Occoquan (FO) are “dedicated to 
preserving and maintaining the beauty and natural 
integrity of the Occoquan by promoting community 
awareness through public and private partnerships.” 
Through working with local scouts and community 
volunteers, they share their knowledge and heighten 
awareness of this valuable body of water. FO are 
active in collecting trash from Bull Run, Occoquan 
River, and Occoquan Reservoir.   
 
On October 5, 2002, the Friends of the Occoquan 
organized and took part in Fall Clean Up Day for 
the Occoquan River and the Town of Occoquan. 
One hundred forty-five volunteers signed up, and by 
the end of the day, 220 trash bags, tires and several 
miscellaneous objects were collected.   
 
For more information regarding Friends of the 
Occoquan, please visit their website at 
www.friendsoftheoccoquan.org/ 

 
Friends of Cub Run Watershed 

 
This organization is still in its infancy, with a 
mission to promote watershed awareness in the 
community and raise aw
land use activities on th

areness about the effects of 
e Occoquan Reservoir. The 
FCR) wish to provide and 

promote environmental 
stewardship opportunities 
to residents throughout 
the Cub Run watershed. 
They hope to be an active 
voice in Fairfax County 

Friends of Cub Run (

 

for current and future 
environmental initiatives. Activities have included 
several clean-ups along the Rocky Run Stream 
Valley Park, active stream monitoring sites, and a 
watershed walk in 2003. To participate in the 
International Coastal Clean-up in October, 2003 or 
for more information, contact Joanna at 
jarcis@fairfaxcounty.gov.  

 
 

http://www.friendsoflittlerockyrun.com/TrashLogPage1.html
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Difficult Run Community Conservancy 
 
Watershed work in the Difficult Run Watershed 
dates back to the early 1990’s. Under the guidance 
nd leadership of Dr. Judy Okay, 9,185 trees have 

ershed as a 
ving system and encourage stewardship and 

community-building within the watershed.   
 
Much of their work has been focused on restoring 
riparian buffer zones along stream banks, stream 
clean-ups, tree planting within the watershed, 
stream monitoring and educating homeowners 
about conservation and the effects of urbanization 
on the watershed. The DRCC has held workshops 
about the large-scale effects, as well as the local 
effects, of added nutrients and sediment on the 
stream and stream ecosystems. Other workshops 
included information on what you can do as a 
itizen to improve your local watershed. 

n at 

a
been planted on more than 30 acres. The chosen 
area had sparse tree cover due to mowing, beaver 
activity, and general disturbance from frequent 
flooding. Many volunteers contributed over the 
years, working with the Virginia Department of 
Forestry, Fairfax ReLeaf, and NVSWCD.  
 
Volunteer stewardship continues with the Difficult 
Run Community Conservancy (DRCC). Located in 
northern Fairfax County, the DRCC is focused on 
promoting public recognition of the wat
li

c
 
Conta

emcg@bellatlantic.net. 

WATERSHED WALKS

staff fro

Team
xcellent way to explore lo

issues fac

ct Dale McGrath for more informatio
jo
 

 

Many watershed walks were 
held around the County, led by 

m NVSWCD, the 
Audubon Naturalist Society, 
and Fairfax County’s SPS 

. These walks are an 
cally, to learn about 

and bird 
identification skills.    

VOLUN HILE 

 

e
ing streams and to refresh plant 

TEERS RELAX W
SAILING ON THE POTOMAC RIVER 

bled volunteers 
to spend some 

arned about 
e differences between smaller local streams and 

 have volunteered 
their time to help the Sea
benthi

 
In 2002, several 
groups of volunteers 
spent an afternoon 
with the Alexandria 
Seaport Foundation 
and sailed along the 
Potomac. The day 
ena

relaxing time 
together, get to 
know one another, 
trawl for fish, and 
do some water 

chemistry on a river. The volunteers le
th
the Potomac, and the impacts of local streams upon 
the Potomac. Several of our monitors, including 
Ted Moline and Casey Arnold,

port Foundation with their 
c macroinvertebrate programs for kids. 

 

 
 
NATIONAL H2O MONITORING DAY 

 
On October 18, 2002, we celebrated Water 
Monitoring Day with a series of watershed walks, 
canoeing/kayaking on Bull Run, and a grill out.

 
 

http://www.friendsoflittlerockyrun.com/
http://www.friendsoftheoccoquan.org/
mailto:jarcis@fairfaxcounty.gov
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mailto:joemcg@bellatlantic.net
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Note: ors volunteered 

their time at several sites.  Most 
monitors volunteered during 

several seasons. 
Thank-you for all your dedication. 

Special thanks to Eva Arciszewski for 
her technical support of our webpage 

ase! 
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Stream Monitoring Coordinator: Joanna Arciszewski  Phone: 703-324-1425  

Email: Jarcis@fairfaxcounty.gov  
rn 
onitoring.htm  

New :  Charlotte Seid, Intesletter Editor
Webpage: http:/ nvswcd/m/www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
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